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FRUITFUL  EXHORTATION 


AGAINST 


THE  FEAR  OF  DEATH. 


It  is  not  marvelled  that  worldly  men  do  fear  to  die. 
For  death  depriveth  them  of  all  worldly  honours, 
riches,  and  possessions,  in  the  fruition  whereof  the 
worldly  man  counteth  himself  happy,  so  long  as  he 
may  enjoy  them  at  his  own  pleasure ;  and  otherwise, 
if  he  be  dispossessed  of  the  same,  without  hope  of 
recovery,  then  he  can  none  otherwise  think  of  him- 
self, but  that  he  is  unhappy,  because  he  hath  lost 
his  worldly  joy  and  pleasure.  Alas  !  thinketh  this 
carnal  man,  shall  I  now  depart  for  ever  from  all  my 
honours,  all  my  treasure,  h'om  my  country,  friends, 
riches,  possessions,  and  worldly  pleasures,  which 
are  my  joy  and  heart's  delight?  Alas,  that  ever  that 
day  should  come,  when  all  these  I  must  bid  farewell 
at  once,  and  never  to  enjoy  any  of  them  after. 
Wherefore  it  is  not  without  great  cause  spoken  of 
the  Wise  Man,  O  death,  how  bitter  and  sour  is  the 
remembrance  of  thee  to  a  man  that  liveth  at  peace 
and  prosperity  in  his  substance^  to  a  man  living  at 
ease,  leading  his  life  after  his  own  mind  without 
trouble,  and  is  therewithal  well  pampered  and  fed  ? 
Ecclus.  xli.  There  be  other  men,  whom  this  world 
doth  not  so  greatly  laugh  upon,  but  rather  vex  and 
oppress  with  poverty,  sickness,  or  some  other  adver- 
sity;  yet  they  do  fear  death,  partly  because  the  flesh 
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abhorreili  naturally  its  own  sorrowful  dissolution, 
which  death  doth  threaten  to  them ;  and  partly  by 
reason  of  sicknesses  and  painful  diseases,  which  be 
most  strong  pangs  and  agonies  in  the  flesh,  and  use 
commonly  to  come  to  sick  men  before  death,  or  at 
the  least  accompany  death,  whensoever  it  cometh. 

Although  these  two  causes  seem  great  and  weighty 
to  a  worldly  man,  whereupon  he  is  moved  to  fear 
death  :  yet  there  is  another  cause  much  greater  than 
anv  of  these  ai'ore  rehearsed,  for  which  indeed  he 
hath  just  cause  to  fear  death  :  and  that  is,  the  state 
and  condition  whereunto  at  the  last  end  death 
bringeth  all  them  that  have  their  hearts  fixed  upon 
this  world,  without  repentance  and  amendment. 
This  state  and  condition  is  called  the  second  death, 
which  unto  all  such  shall  ensue  after  this  bodily 
death.  And  this  is  that  death  which  indeed  ought 
to  be  dreaded  and  feared  :  for  it  is  an  everlasting- 
loss,  without  remedy,  of  the  grace  and  favour  of 
God,  and  of  everlasting  joy,  pleasure,  and  felicity. 
And  it  is  not  only  the  loss  for  ever  of  all  these  eter- 
nal pleasures,  but  also  it  is  the  condemnation  both 
of  body  and  soul  (without  either  appellation,  or  hope 
of  redemption)  unto  everlasting  pains  in  hell.  Unto 
this  state  death  sent  the  unmerciful  and  ungodly  rich 
man  (that  Lukespeaketh  of  in  his  Gospel,  Luke  xvi.) 
who  living  in  all  wealth  and  pleasure  in  this  world, 
and  cherishing  himself  daily  with  dainty  fare,  and 
gorgeous  ap])arel,  despised  poor  Lazarus,  that  lay 
pitifully  at  his  gate,  miserably  plagued  and  full  of 
sores,  and  also  grievously  pined  with  hunger.  Both 
these  two  were  arrested  of  death,  which  sent  Laza- 
rus, the  poor  miserable  man,  by  angels  anon  unto 
Abraham's  bosom  ;  a  place  of  rest,  ])leasure,  and 
consolation  :  but  the  unmerciful  rich  man  descended 
down  iuto  hell  ;  and  being  in  torments,  he  cried  for 
comfort,  complaining  of  the  intolerable  i)ain  that  he 
su/fc.'red  in  tljat  flame  of  fire  ;  but  it  was  too  late. 
So  unto  this  place  bodily  death  seudeth  all  them  that 
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in  this  world  have   their  jo>^  and  felicity,  all  them 
that  ill  this  world  be  unraithful  unto  God,  and  un- 
charitable unto  their  neighbours,  so  djing  without 
repentance  and    hope  of  God's  mercy.     Wherefore 
it  is  no  marvel,  that  the  worldly  man  feareth  death  ; 
for  he  hath  nnich  more  cause  so  to  do,  than  he  him- 
self doth  consider.     Thus  we   see  three  causes  why 
worldly  men  fear  death.    One,  because  they    .^^^  pjj.gj 
shall  lose  thereby   their   worldly   honours, 
riches,    possessions,   and    all    their   hearts'    desires; 
another,  because  of  the  painful   diseases,        second 
and   bitter   pangs,   which   commonly   men 
suffer,  either  before  or  at  the  time  of  death  ;  but  the 
chief  cause  above   all  other,  is  the  dread         luv^ 
of  the  miserable  state  of  eternal  damnation 
both  of  body  and  soul,  which  they  fear  shall  follow, 
after  their  departing  from  the  worldly  pleasures  of 
this  present  life. 

For  these  causes  be  all  mortal  men  (which  be 
given  to  the  love  of  this  world)  both  in  fear  and 
state  of  death,  through  sin  (as  the  holy  Apostle  saith, 
Heh.  ii.),  so  long  as  they  live  here  in  this  world ;  but 
(everlasting  thanks  be  to  Almighty  God  for  ever) 
there  is  never  one  of  all  these  causes,  no,  nor  yet 
they  altogether,  that  can  make  a  true  Christian  man 
afraid  to  die  (who  is  the  very  member  of  Christ, 
the  temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  the  son  of  God,  and 
the  very  inheritor  of  the  everlasting  kingdom  of 
heaven,  1  Cor.  iii.);  but  plainly  contrary,  he  con- 
ceiveth  great  and  many  causes,  undoubtedly  grounded 
upon  the  infallible  and  everlasting  truth  of  the  AVord 
of  God,  which  move  him  not  only  to  put  away  the 
fear  of  bodily  death,  but  also,  for  the  manifold  be- 
nefits and  singular  commodities,  which  ensue  unto 
every  faithful  person  by  reason  of  the  same,  to  wish, 
desire,  and  long  heartily  for  it.  For  death  shall  be 
to  him  no  death  at  all,  but  a  very  deliverance  from 
death,  from  all  pains,  cares,  and  sorrows,  miseries, 
and  wretchedness  of  this  world,  and  the  verv  entry 
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into  rest,  and  a  beginning  of  everlasting  joy,  a 
tasting  of  heavenly  pleasures,  so  great,  that  neither 
tongue  is  able  to  express,  neither  eye  to  see,  nor  ear 
to  hear  them ;  no,  nor  any  earthly  man's  heart  to 
conceive  them.  So  exceeding  great  benefits  they 
be,  which  God  our  heavenly  Father  by  his  mere 
mercy,  and  for  the  love  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ, 
hath  laid  up  in  store,  and  prepared  for  them  that 
humbly  submit  themselves  to  God's  will,  and  ever- 
more unfeignedly  love  him  from  the  bottom  of  their 
hearts.  And  we  ought  to  believe,  that  death,  being 
slain  by  Christ,  cannot  keep  any  man  that  sled- 
fastly  trusteth  in  Christ,  under  his  perpetual  tyranny 
and  subjection  :  but  that  he  shall  rise  from  death 
again  unto  glory  at  the  last  day,  appointed  by  Al- 
mighty God,  like  as  Christ  our  head  did  rise  again, 
according  to  God's  appointment,  the  third  day.  For 
St.  Augustine  saith.  The  head  going  before,  the 
members  trust  to  follow  and  come  after.  And  St. 
Paul  saith.  If  Christ  be  risen  from  the  dead,  we 
shall  rise  also  from  the  same.  And  to  comfort  all 
Christian  persons  herein,  holy  Scripture  calleth  this 
bodily  death  a  sleep,  wherein  man's  senses  be  (as  it 
were)  taken  from  him  for  a  season  ;  and  yet  when 
he  awaketh,  he  is  more  fresh  than  when  he  went  to 
bed.  So,  although  we  have  our  souls  separated 
from  our  bodies  for  a  season,  yet  at  the  general  re- 
surrection we  shall  be  more  fresh,  beautiful,  and 
perfect  than  we  be  now.  For  now  we  be  mortal, 
then  we  shall  be  immortal ;  now  infected  with  divers 
infirmities,  then  clearly  void  of  all  mortal  infh'mi- 
ties ;  now  we  be  subject  to  all  carnal  desires,  then 
we  shall  be  all  spiritual,  desiring  nothing  but  God's 
glory,  and  things  eternal.  Thus  is  this  bodily  death 
a  door  or  entering  unto  life,  and  therefore  not  so 
much  dreadful  (if  it  be  rightly  considered)  as  it  is 
comfortable;  not  a  mischief,  but  a  remedy  of  all 
mischief;  no  enemy,  but  a  friend ;  not  a  cruel  tyrant, 
but  a  gentle  guide,  leading  us  not  to  mortality,  but 
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to  immortality,  not  to  soitow  and  pain,  but  to  joy 
and  ])lcasure,  and  that  to  endure  for  ever,  if  it  be 
lliaukfully  taken  and  accepted  as  God's  messeugcr, 
and  patiently  borne  of  us  for  Christ's  love,  that  suf- 
fered most  painful  death  for  our  love,  to  redeem  us 
from  death  eternal.  Accordingly  hereunto  St.  Paul 
saith,  Of(r  life  is  hid  with  Christ  in  God ;  but  ivhe)i 
our  life  shall  appear,  then  shall  we  also  appear  with, 
him  in  (jlonj.  Col.  iii.  Why  then  shall  we  fear  to 
die,  considering-  the  manifold  and  comfortable  pro- 
mises of  the  Gospel,  and  of  holy  Scriptures  ?  God 
the  Father  hath  given  us  everlasting  life,  saith  St. 
John,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.  He  that  hath  the 
Son  hatli  life,  and  he  that  hath  not  the  Son  hath  not 
life,  1  John  v.  And  this  I  write,  saith  vSt.  John, 
to  you  that  believe  in  the  name  of  the  Son  of  God, 
that  you  may  kno?v  that  yon  have  everlasting  life, 
and  that  you  do  believe  upon  the  name  of  the  So)i 
of  God.  1  John  v.  And  our  Saviour  Christ  saith, 
He  that  believeth  in  me  hath  life  everlasting,  and  I 
will  raise  him  from  death  to  life  at  the  last  day, 
John  vi.  St.  Paul  also  saith,  that  Christ  is  ordained 
and,  made  of  God  our  righteousness,  our  holiness, 
and  redemption,  to  the  intent  that  he  which  will 
glory  should,  glory  in  the  Lord.  1  Cor.  i.  St.  Paul 
did  contemn  and  set  little  by  all  other  things,  es- 
teeming them  as  dung,  which  before  he  had  in  very 
great  price,  that  he  might  be  found  in  Christ  to  have 
everlasting  life,  true  holiness,  righteousness,  and 
redemption.  Phil.  iii.  Finally,  St.  Paul  maketli 
a  plain  argument  in  this  wise.  If  our  heavenly 
Father  would  not  spare  his  own  natural  Ao?i,  but  did 
(five  him  to  death  for  us ;  lioio  can  it  be,  that  with 
him  he  should  not  give  us  all  things  ?  Rjm.  viii. 
Therefore,  if  we  have  Christ,  then  have  we  with 
him,  and  by  him,  all  good  things  whatsoever  we  can 
in  our  hearts  wish  or  desire,  as  victory  over  death, 
sin,  and  hell ;  we  have  the  favour  of  God,  ])eace 
with  him,  holiness,  wisdom,  justice,  power,  life,  and 
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redemption;     we   have    by    him   perpetual    health, 
-wealth J  joy,  and  bliss  everlasting. 


TJie  Second  Part  of  the  Sermon  against  the  Fear  of 

Death. 

It  hath  been  heretofore  showed  you,  that  there  be 
three  causes,  vvherelbre  men  do  commonly  fear 
death.  First,  the  sorrowful  departing  from  worldly 
goods  and  pleasures.  The  second,  the  fear  of  the 
pangs  and  pains  that  come  with  death.  The  last 
and  principal  cause  is,  the  horrible  fear  of  extreme 
misery,  and  perpetual  damnation  in  time  to  come. 
And  yet  none  of  these  three  causes  troubleth  good 
men,  because  they  stay  themselves  by  true  faith, 
perfect  charity,  and  sure  hope  of  the  endless  joy  and 
bliss  everlasting. 

All  those  therefore  have  great  cause  to  be  full  of 
joy  that  be  joined  to  Christ  with  true  faith,  stedfast 
hope,  and  perfect  charity,  and  not  to  fear  death,  nor 
everlasting  damnation.  For  death  cannot  deprive 
them  of  Jesus  Christ,  nor  can  any  sin  condemn  them 
that  are  gralfed  surely  in  him,  which  is  their  only 
ioy,  treasure,  and  life.  Let  us  rcjK'nt  of  our  sins, 
"amend  our  lives,  trust  in  his  mercy  and  satisfaction; 
and  death  can  neither  take  him  from  us,  nor  us  from 
him.  For  then  (as  St.  Paul  saith)  whetlier  we  live 
or  die,  we  he  the  Lord's  oicn.  And  again  he  saith, 
Christ  did  die,  and  rose  again,  because  lie  should  he 
Lord  both  of  the  dead  and  quick.  Then  if  we  be 
the  liord's  own  when  we  be  dead,  it  nuist  needs  fol- 
low that  such  temporal  death  not  (mly  cannot  harm 
lis,  but  also  tliat  it  shall  be  much  to  our  ]n-ofit,  and 
join  us  unto  (iod  more  perfectly.  And  therefore  the 
Christian  ]i(;art  may  surely  be  certified  by  the  infal- 
lible or  inideceivable  truth  of  holy  Scripture.     It  is 
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God,  saitli  St.  Vi\\\\,  uhlch  hath  prepared  u.<i  unto 
inniwrtality ;  ami  the  same  is  he  ichich  hath  (jiren  us 
(Ui  earnest  of  the  Spirit.  2  Cor.  v.  Therefore  let 
lis  be  always  of  good  comfort;  for  we  know  that  so 
long-  as  we  be  in  the  body,  we  be  (as  it  were)  far 
from  God  in  a  strange  country,  subject  to  many 
perils,  walking  a\  ithout  perfect  sight  and  knowledge 
of  Almighty  God,  only  seeing  him  by  failli  in  holy 
Scriptures.  But  we  have  a  courage  and  desire 
rather  to  be  at  home  with  God  and  our  Saviour 
Clnist,  far  from  the  body,  where  we  may  behold  his 
Godhead  as  he  is,  face  to  face,  to  our  everlasting 
comfort.  These  be  St.  Paul's  words  in  effect, 
whereby  we  may  perceive,  that  the  life  in  this  world 
is  resembled  and  likened  to  a  pilgrimage  in  a  strange 
country,  far  from  God;  and  that  death,  delivering 
us  from  our  bodies,  doth  send  us  straight  home  into 
our  own  country,  and  maketh  us  to  dwell  presently 
with  God  for  ever,  in  everlasting  rest  and  quietness  : 
so  that  to  die  is  no  loss,  but  profit  and  winning  to  all 
true  Christian  people.  What  lost  the  thief,  that 
hanged  on  the  cross  with  Christ  by  his  bodily  death  ? 
Yea,  liow  mucli  did  he  gain  by  it  ?  Did  not  our 
Saviour  say  unto  him,  TJiis  day  tltou  shalt  he  with 
me  in  Paradise  ?  Luke  xxiii.  and  xvi.  And  Laza- 
rus, that  pitiful  person,  that  lay  before  the  rich  man's 
gate,  pained  with  sores,  and  pined  with  hunger,  did 
not  death  highly  prolit  and  promote  him,  which  by 
the  ministry  of  angels  sent  him  unto  Abraham's 
bosom,  a  place  of  rest,  joy,  and  heavenly  consola- 
tion ?  Let  us  think  none  other,  good  Christian 
people,  but  Christ  hath  prepared,  and  made  ready 
before,  the  same  joy  and  felicity  for  us,  that  he  pre- 
pared for  Lazarus  and  the  thief.  Wherefore,  let 
us  stick  unto  his  salvation  and  gracious  redemption, 
and  believe  his  word,  serve  him  from  our  hearts,  love 
and  obey  him  ;  and  whatsoever  we  have  done  here- 
tofore contrary  to  his  most  holy  will,  now  let  us  re- 
pent in  time,  and  hereafter  study  to  correct  our  life  ; 
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and  doubt  not,  but  we  shall  find  him  as  merciful 
unto  us,  as  he  was  either  to  Lazarus,  or  to  the  thief, 
w^hose  examples  are  written  in  holy  Scripture  for 
the  comfort  of  them  that  be  sinners,  and  subject  to 
sorrows,  miseries,  and  calamities  in  this  world,  that 
they  should  rot  despair  in  God's  mercy,  but  ever 
trust  thereby  to  have  forgiveness  of  their  sins,  and 
life  everlasting,  as  Lazarus  and  the  thief  had.  Thus 
I  trust  every  Christian  man  perceiveth  by  the  infal- 
lible or  undeceivable  word  of  God,  that  bodily  death 
cannot  harm  nor  hinder  them  that  truly  believe  in 
Christ,  but  contrarily  shall  profit  and  promote  the 
Christian  souls,  which  being  truly  penitent  for  their 
offences,  depart  hence  in  perfect  charity,  and  in 
sure  trust  that  God  is  merciful  to  them,  forgiving  their 
sins,  for  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ  his  only  natural 
Son. 

The  second  The  second  cause  why  some  do  fear 
cause  why  some  death  is  sore  sickness  and  grievous 
do  fear  death.  paius,  whicli  partly  come  before  death, 
and  partly  accompany  or  come  with  death,  whenso- 
ever it  Cometh.  This  fear  is  the  fear  of  the  frail 
llesh,  and  a  natural  passion  belonging  unto  the  na- 
ture of  a  mortal  man.  But  true  faith  in  God's  pro- 
mises, and  regard  of  the  pains  and  pangs  which 
Christ  upon  the  cross  suffered  for  us  miserable  sin- 
ners, with  consideration  of  the  joy  and  everlasting 
life  to  come  in  heaven,  will  mitigate  and  assuage 
those  pains,  and  moderate  or  bring  into  a  mean  this 
fear,  that  it  shall  never  be  able  to  overthrow  the 
hearty  desire  and  gladness,  that  the  Christian  soul 
hath  to  be  separated  from  this  corrupt  body,  that  it 
may  come  to  the  gracious  presence  of  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ.  If  we  believe  stcdlastly  the  word  of 
God,  we  shall  perceive  that  such  bodily  sickness, 
pangs  of  death,  or  whatsoever  dolorous  pangs  we 
suflcr,  cither  ])efore  or  with  death,  bo  nothing  else 
in  Christian  men  but  the  rod  of  our  heavenly  and 
loving  Father,  wherewith   he  mercifully  correctcth 


a  gain  fit  fhe  Fear  of  Death.  11 

us,  either  to  try  and  declare  the  faith    of  his  patient 
children,  that  th(\v  may  be  foimd   laudable,   glorious, 
iuid  honourable  in  his  sight,  when  Jesus  Christ  shall 
be  openly  showed  to  be  the  Judge  of  all  the  world, 
or  else  to   chastise   and   amend  in  them  whatsoever 
offendeth    his  fatherly  and    gracious    goodness,  lest 
they  should  perish  everlastingly.     And  this  his  cor- 
recting rod  is  common  to  all  them  that  be  truly  his. 
Therefore  let  us  cast    away  the  burden  of  sin  that 
lieth  so  heavy  on  our  necks,  and  return  unto  God  by 
true  penance  and  amendment  of   our  lives  ;    let  us 
with  patience  run  this  course  that  is  appointed,  suf- 
fering [i'oT  his  sake  that  died  for  our  salvation)  all 
sorrows  and    pangs  of  death,  and  death  itself  joy- 
fully, when  God  scndeth  it  to  us,  having  our  eyes 
iixed  and  set  fast  ever  upon  the  head  and  captain  of 
our  faith,  Jesus  Christ ;    who  (considering    the  joy 
that   he    should    come  unto)  cared    neither   for  the 
shame  'ii or  pain  of  death,  Phil.  ii.  but  willingly  con- 
forming and  framing  his  will  to    his    Father's  will, 
most  patiently  suffered  the  most  shameful  and  pain- 
ful death  of  the   cross,  being  innocent  and  harmless. 
And  now  therefore   he    is    exalted    in   heaven,  and 
everlastingly  sitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  the  throne 
of  God  the  Father.     Let  us  call  to  our  remembrance 
therefore,  the  life  and  joys  of  heaven,  that  are  kept 
for  all  them  that  patiently  do  suffer  here  witli  Christ, 
and    consider  that  Christ    suffered    all    his    painful 
passion  by  sinners,  and  for    sinners  :    and  then  we 
shall  with  patience,  and  the  more  easily,  suffer  such 
sorrrows  and  pains,  when  they  come.     Let  us  not  set 
at  light  the  chastising  of  the  Lord,  nor  grudge  at 
him,  nor  fall  from  him,  when  of  him  we  be  corrected, 
for  the    Lord    loveth  them  whom    he  doth    correct, 
and  beateth    every  one  whom    he  taketh  to  be  his 
child.      What  child  is  that,  saith  St.  Paul,  ichom  the 
Father  loveth,  and  doth  not  chaatise  ?    If  ye  he  with- 
out  God's   correction,   (which    all    his  well- beloved 
and  true  children  have,)  tlien   be  ye  hut  hastards^ 
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smally  regarded  of  God,  and  not  his  true  children, 
Heb.  xii. 

Therefore  seeing  that,  when  we  have  in  earth  our 
carnal  fathers  to  be  our  correctors,  we  do  fear  them, 
and  reverently  take  their  correction ;  shall  we  not 
much  more  be  in  subjection  to  God  our  spiritual 
Father,  by  whom  we  shall  have  everlasting  life  ? 
And  our  carnal  fathers  sometimes  correct  us,  even  as 
it  pleaseth  them,  without  cause.  But  this  Father 
justl}'  correctetli  us,  either  for  our  sin,  to  the  intent 
w^e  should  amend,  or  for  our  commodity  and  wealth, 
to  make  us  thereby  partakers  of  his  holiness.  Fur- 
thermore, all  correction  v.hich  God  sendeth  us  in 
this  present  time  seemeth  to  have  no  joy  and  com- 
fort, but  sorrow  and  pain ;  yet  it  bringeth  with  it  a 
taste  of  God's  mercy  and  goodness  towards  them 
that  be  so  corrected,  and  a  sure  hope  of  God's  ever- 
lasting consolation  in  heaven.  If  then  these  sor- 
rows, diseases,  and  sicknesses,  and  also  death  itself, 
be  nothing  else  but  our  heavenly  Father's  rod, 
whereby  he  certiiieth  us  of  his  love  and  gracious 
favour,  whereby  he  trieth  and  purifieth  us,  whereby 
he  giveth  unto  us  holiness,  and  certifieth  us,  that 
w^e  be  his  children,  and  he  oiu'  merciful  Father; 
shall  not  we  then  with  all  humility,  as  obedient  and 
loving  children,  joyfully  kiss  our  heavenly  Father's 
rod,  and  ever  say  in  our  heart,  with  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  Father,  if  this  anguish  and  sorrow 
which  I  feel,  and  dealli  which  I  see  approach,  may 
not  pass,  but  that  thy  will  is  that  I  nuist  suffer  them, 
Thy  will  he  done. 


The  Third  Fart  of  the  Sermon  ayainst  the  Fear  of 

Death. 

In  this  sermon  against  the  fear  of  death,  two  causes 
were  declared,  which  connnonly  niovc  worldly  men 
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to  be  in  much  fear  to  die,  and  yet  the  same  do 
nothing  trouble  the  faithful  and  good  livers  when 
death  cometh,  but  rather  give  them  occasion  greatly 
to  rejoice,  considering  that  they  shall  be  delivered 
from  the  sorrow  and  misery  of  this  world,  and  bd 
brought  to  the  great  joy  and  felicity  of  the  life  to 
come.  Now  the  third  and  special  cause,  -p,^^  ^j^i^^^  ^^^^^ 
why  death  indeed  is  to  be  leared,  is  tlie  why  death  is  to 
miserable  state  of  the  worldly  and  nn-  ^^  feared. 
godly  people  after  their  death,  but  this  is  no  cause 
at  all,  why  the  godly  and  faithful  people  should  fear 
death,  but  rather  contrariwise  :  their  godly  conver- 
sation in  this  life,  and  belief  in  Christ,  cleaving  con- 
tinually to  his  mercies,  should  make  them  to  long 
sore  after  that  life  that  remaineth  for  them  un- 
doubtedly after  this  bodily  death.  Of  this  immortal 
state,  (after  this  transitory  life.)  where  ^ve  sliall  live 
evermore  in  the  presence  of  God,  in  joy  and  rest, 
after  victory  over  all  sickness,  sorrows,  sin,  and 
death  :  there  be  many  plain  places  of  holy  Scrij^ture, 
wdiich  confirm  the  weak  conscience  against  the  fear 
of  all  such  dolors,  sicknesses,  sin,  and  bodily  death, 
to  assuage  such  trembling  and  ungodly  fear,  and  to 
encourage  us  with  comfort  and  hope  of  a  blessed 
state  after  this  life.  St.  Paul  wisheth  unto  the 
Ephesians,  that  God  the  Father  of  glory  would  give 
unto  them  the  spirit  of  wisdom  and  revelation,  that 
the  eijes  of  their  hearts  might  give  light  to  know  him^ 
and  to  perceive  how  great  things  lie  had  called  them 
iinto,  and  how  rich  an  inheritance  he  hath  prepared 
after  this  life  for  them  that  pertain  nnto  him, 
Ephes.  i.  And  St.  Paul  himself  declareth  the  desire 
of  his  heart,  which  was  to  he  dissolved  and  loosed 
from  his  hodg,  and  to  he  toith  Christ,  icliich  (as  he 
said)  was  much  hetter for  him,  aliliough  to  them  it 
was  more  necessary  that  he  should  live,  Pliil.  i. 
which  he  refused  not  for  their  sakes.  Even  like  as 
St.  Martin  said.  Good  Lord,  if  I  be  necessary  for 
thy  people  to   do  good  unto  them,  I  will  refuse  no 
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labour  :  but  else  for  mine  own  self,  I  beseech  thee  to 
take  my  soul. 

Now  the  holy  Fathers  of  the  old  law,  and  all 
faithful  and  righteous  men  which  departed  before 
our  Saviour  Christ's  ascension  into  heaven,  did  by 
death  depart  from  troubles  unto  rest,  from  the  hands 
of  their  enemies  into  the  hands  of  God,  from  sor- 
rows and  sicknesses  unto  joyful  refreshing  in  Abra- 
ham's bosom,  a  place  of  all  comfort  and  consolation, 
as  the  Scriptures  do  plainly  by  manifest  words  tes- 
Xjify.  The  Book  of  Wisdom  saith,  that  tlie  righte- 
ous men's  souls  be  in  the  hand  of  God,  and  no  tor- 
ment shall  touch  them.  They  seemed  to  the  eyes 
of  fooUsh  men  to  die,  and  their  death  was  counted 
miserable,  and  their  departing  out  of  this  world 
WTetched ;  but  they  be  in  rest.  fVisd.  iii.  And 
another  place  saith,  that  the  righteous  shall  live  for 
ever,  and  their  reward  is  with  the  Lord,  and  their 
minds  be  with  God,  who  is  above  all :  therefore  they 
shall  receive  a  glorious  kingdom,  and  a  beautiful 
crown  at  the  Lord's  hand.  Wisd.  iv.  And  in 
another  place  the  same  book  saith.  The  righteous, 
though  he  be  prevented  with  sudden  death,  never- 
theless he  shall  be  there,  where  he  shall  be  refreshed. 
IVisd.  V.  Of  Abraham's  bosom  Christ's  words  be 
so  plain,  that  a  Christian  man  needeth  no  more 
proof  of  it.  Now  then  if  this  were  the  state  of  the 
holy  fathers  and  righteous  men  before  the  coming  of 
our  Saviour,  and  before  he  was  glorified  :  how  nuich 
more  then  ought  all  we  to  have  a  stedfast  faith,  and 
a  sure  hope  of  this  blessed  slate  and  condition,  after 
our  death  ?  seeing  that  our  Saviour  now  hath  per- 
formed the  whole  work  of  our  redem])tion,  and  is 
gloriously  ascended  into  heaven,  to  prepare  our 
dwelling-places  with  him,  and  said  unto  his  Father, 
leather,  I  will  thai  where  I  dm,  m//  scrraitls  shall  be 
with  me.  John  xvii.  And  we  know,  that  whatso- 
ever Christ  will,  his  Father  will  the  same  ;  wherefore 
it  cannot  be,  but  if"  we  be  his  faithful  servants,  our 
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souls  shall  be  with  him,  after  our  departing  out  of 
this  present  life.  St.  Stephen,  when  he  was  stoned 
to  death,  even  in  the  midst  of  his  torments,  what 
was  his  mind  most  U]")on  ?  When  he  was  full  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  (saith  holy  Scripture,)  having  his  eyes 
lifted  tip  into  heaven,  he  saw  the  ylory  of  God,  and 
Jesus  standing  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  Acts  vii. 
The  which  truth,  after  he  had  confessed  boldly  be- 
fore the  enemies  of  Christ,  they  drew  him  out  of 
the  city,  and  there  they  stoned  him,  who  cried  unto 
God,  saying,  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  take  my  spirit. 
And  doth  not  our  Saviour  say  plainly  in  St.  John's 
Gospel,  Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  you,  He  that 
heareth  my  icordy  and  helieveth  on  him  that  sent  me, 
hath  everlasting  life,  and  cometh  not  into  judgment, 
hut  shall  jj  ass  from  death  to  life  ?  John  v.  Shall  we 
not  then  think  that  death  to  be  precious,  by  the 
which  we  pass  unto  life  ? 

Therefore  it  is  a  true  saying  of  the  prophet.  Hie 
death  of  the  holy  and,  righteous  men  is  precious  in 
the  Lord's  sight.  Psalm  cxvi.  Holy  Simeon,  after 
that  he  had  his  heart's  desire  in  seeing  our  Saviour, 
that  he  ever  longed  for  all  his  life,  he  embraced  or 
took  him  in  his  arms,  and  said,  Noic,  Lord,  let  me 
depart  in  peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  beholden  that 
Saviour  which  thou  hast  prepared  for  all  nations, 
Luke  ii. 

It  is  truth  therefore,  that  the  death  of  the  righte- 
ous is  called  peace,  and  the  benefit  of  the  Lord,  as 
the  Church  saith,  in  the  name  of  the  righteous  de- 
parted out  of  this  world,  my  soul  turn  thee  to  thy 
rest,  for  the  Lord  hath  been  good  to  thee,  and  re- 
warded thee.  Psalm  cxvi.  And  we  see  by  holy 
Scripture,  and  other  ancient  histories  of  martyrs, 
that  the  holy,  faithful,  and  righteous,  ever  since 
Christ's  ascension,  or  going  up,  in  their  death  did 
not  doubt,  but  that  they  went  to  Christ  in  spirit, 
which  is  our  life,  health,  wealth,  and  salvation. 
John  in  his  holy  Revelation  saw  an  hundred  forty 
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and  four  thousand  virgins  and  innocents,  of  wliom 
he  said,  These  f'ollotv  the  Lamb  Jesus  Christ  ichere- 
soever  he  goeih.  Apoc.  xiv.  And  shortly  after,  in 
the  same  place  he  saith,  I  lieard  a  voice  from  heaven, 
sayiuij  iniio  me,  Write,  happy  and  blessed  are  the 
dead  whiclt  die  in  ihe  Lord :  from  henceforth  (surely 
saith  the  Spirit  J  they  shall  rest  from  their  pains  and 
labours,  for  their  works  do  folloiv  them ;  so  that  then 
Ihey  shall  reap  with  joy  and  comfort,  that  which 
they  sowed  with  labours  and  pains. 

jltey  tJuit  soiv  in  the  Spirit,  of  the  Spirit  shall 
reap  everlasting  life ;  let  us  therefore  never  be  tceary 
of  well-doing ;  for  when  the  time  of  reaping  or  re^ 
ward  cometh,  we  shall  reap  without  any  loeariness 
everlasting  joy.  Therefore  while  ice  have  time  (as 
St.  Paul  exhorteth  us)  let  us  do  good  to  all  men, 
Gal.  vi.  and  not  lay  up  our  treasure  in  earth,  where 
rust  and  moths  corrupt  it ;  Matt.  vi.  wltich  rust  (as 
St.  James  saith)  shall  bear  witness  against  us  at  the 
great  day,  James  v.  condemn  us,  and  shall  (like  most 
burning  fire)  torment  our  flesh.  Let  us  beware 
therefore,  (as  we  tender  our  own  wealth)  that  we  be 
not  in  the  number  of  those  miserable,  covetous,  and 
wretched  men,  which  St.  James  biddeth  mourn  and 
lament  for  their  greedy  gathering  and  iingodly  keep- 
ing of  goods,  James  v.  Let  us  be  wise  in  time, 
and  learn  to  follow  the  ^visc  example  of  the  wicked 
steward.  I^et  us  so  wisely  order  our  goods  and  pos- 
sessions, comn)itted  unto  us  here  by  God  for  a  season, 
tliat  we  may  truly  hear  and  obey  this  commandment 
of  our  Saviour  Christ :  I  saij  unio  you  (saith  he)  make 
you  friends  of  the  wicked  manunou,  tJtat  theyntay  re- 
ceive you  into  everlasting  t(d)ernacles  or  duelUugs, 
Luke  xvi.  lliches  be  called  wicked,  because  the 
world  abuseth  them  unto  all  wickedness,  which  are 
otheiwise  the  good  gifts  oC  God,  and  the  instruments 
whereby  God's  servants  do  truly  serve  him  in  using 
of  the  same,  lie  c(mniianded  tlnnn  not  to  make 
rich  friends,  to  get  high  dignities  and  worldly  pro- 
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motions,  to  give  great  gifts  to  rich  men  that  have 
no  need  thereof;  but  to  nial^e  them  friends  of  poor 
and  miserable  men,  unto  whom  wliatsoever  tliey 
give,  Christ  takcth  it  as  given  to  himself.  And  to 
these  friends  Christ  in  the  Gospel  giveth  so  great 
honour  and  pre-eminence,  that  he  saith,  they  shall 
receive  them  that  do  good  unto  them  into  ever- 
lasting houses  :  not  that  men  shall  be  our  rewarders 
for  our  well-doing,  but  that  Christ  will  reward  ns, 
and  take  it  to  be  done  unto  himself,  whatsoever  is 
done  to  such  friends. 

Thus  making  poor  wretches  our  friends,  we 
make  our  Saviour  Christ  our  friend,  whose  mem- 
bers they  are  :  whose  misery  he  taketh  for  his  own 
misery,  so  their  relief,  succour,  and  help  he  taketh 
for  his  succour,  relief,  and  help ;  and  will  as 
much  thank  us  and  reward  ns  for  our  goodness 
showed  to  them,  as  if  he  himself  had  received  like 
benefit  at  our  hands,  as  I.e  witnesseth  in  the  Gospel, 
saying,  Whatsoever  ye  have  clone  to  any  of  these 
simjjle  persons,  wliicli  do  believe  in  me,  that  have  you 
done  to  myself.  Matt.  xxv.  Therefore  let  us  dili- 
gently foresee,  that  our  faith  and  hope,  which  we 
have  conceived  in  Almighty  God,  and  in  our  Saviour 
Christ,  wax  not  faint,  and  tliat  the  love,  which  we 
bear  in  hand  to  bear  to  Inra,  wax  not  cold :  but  let 
us  study  daily  and  diligently  to  show  ourselves  to  be 
the  true  honourers  and  lovers  of  God,  by  keeping  of 
his  commandments,  by  doing  of  good  deeds  unto  our 
needy  neighbours,  relieving,  by  all  means  that  we 
can,  their  poverty  'with  our  abundance  and  plenty, 
their  ignorance  with  our  wisdom  and  learning,  and 
comfort  their  weakness  with  our  strength  and  autho- 
rity ;  calling  all  men  back  from  evil  doing  by  godly 
counsel  and  good  example,  persevering  still  in  well 
doing,  so  long  as  we  live  :  so  shall  we  not  need  to 
fear  death  for  any  of  those  three  causes  afore  men- 
tioned, nor  yet  for  any  other  cause  that  can  be  ima- 
gined :  but    contrarily,     considering     the     manifold 
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sicknesses,  troubles,  and  sorrows  of  this  present 
life,  the  dangers  of  this  perilous  pilgrimage,  and  the 
great  incumbrance  which  our  spirit  hath  by  this  sin- 
ful flesh  and  frail  body,  subject  to  death  :  considering 
also  the  manifold  sorrows  and  dangerous  deceits  of 
this  world  on  every  side,  the  intolerable  pride,  covet- 
ousness,  and  lechery,  in  time  of  prosperity  ;  the  im- 
patient murmuring  of  them  that  be  worldly,  in  time 
of  adversity,  which  cease  not  to  withdraw  and  pluck 
us  from  God  our  Saviour  Christ,  from  our  life, 
"wealth,  or  everlasting  joy  and  salvation  :  considering 
also  the  innumerable  assults  of  our  ghostly  enemy 
the  devil,  with  all  his  fiery  darts  of  ambition,  pride, 
lechery,  vain- glory,  envy,  malice,  detraction,  or 
backbiting,  with  other  his  innumerable  deceits,  en- 
gines, and  snares,  whereby  he  goeth  husily  about  to 
catch  all  men  under  his  dominion,  ever  like  a  roaring 
lion,  by  all  means  searching  whom  he  may  devour. 
1  Pet.  V.  The  faithful  Christian  man  which  consi- 
dereth  all  these  miseries,  perils,  and  incommodities, 
(whereunto  he  is  subjected  so  long  as  he  here  liveth 
upon  earth,)  and  on  the  other  part  considereth  that 
blessed  and  comfortable  state  of  the  heavenly  life  to 
come,  and  the  sweet  condition  of  them  that  depart 
in  the  Lord :  how  they  are  delivered  from  the  con- 
tinual incumbrances  of  their  mortal  and  sinful  body, 
from  all  the  malice,  crafts,  and  deceits  of  this  world, 
from  all  the  assaults  of  their  ghostly  enemy  the 
devil,  to  live  in  peace,  rest,  and  endless  quietness, 
to  live  in  the  fellowship  of  innumerable  angels,  and 
with  the  congregation  of  ])crfect  just  men,  as  patri- 
archs, prophets,  martyrs,  and  conlcssors,  and  finally 
unto  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,  and  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ : — he  that  dotli  consider  all  these  things, 
and  belie veth  them  assuredly,  as  they  are  to  be  be- 
lieved, oven  from  the  bottom  of  his  heart,  being  es- 
tablished in  God  in  this  true  faith,  having  a  quiet 
conscience  in  Christ,  a  firm  hope  and  ash«ured  trust 
in  God's  mercy,  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ, 
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to  obtain  this  quietness,  rest,  and  everlasting  joy, 
shall  not  only  be  without  fear  of  bodily  death,  when 
it  Cometh,  but  certainly,  as  St.  Paul  did,  so  shall  he 
gladly  (according  to  God's  will,  and  when  it  pleaseth 
God  to  call  him  out  of  this  life)  (jreally  desire  in  his 
heart,  Phil.  i.  that  he  may  be  rid  from  all  these  oc- 
casions of  evil,  and  live  ever  to  God's  pleasure,  in 
perfect  obedience  of  his  will,  with  our  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ ;  to  whose  gracious  presence  the  Lord  of  his 
infinite  mercy  and  grace  bring  us,  to  reign  with  him 
in  life  everlasting:  to  whom  with  our  heavenly 
Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  be  glory  in  w^orlds  with- 
out end.     Amen, 


TPIE    EXD. 
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